
 

Statement on QMUL from Tower Hamlets Trades Council and allies 

As local community members, trade unionists and anti-racism campaigners, we condemn, in the 

strongest terms, the action of the management of Queen Mary’s University of London (QMUL) in 

penalising members of the University and College Union (UCU) for going on strike.  

Seeking to stop 26 days of pay for UCU members who have taken 6 days of lawful, democratically 

mandated strike action is a fundamental attack on the right to strike. Management’s argument that 

days lost through strike action can be “made up” shows a complete misunderstanding of the 

principles of trade unionism, some of which were forged in our borough and we will fight to defend. 

Nobody wants to go on strike. It’s a last resort. But the purpose is to pressurise employers and 

management by demonstrating the importance of the work we do.  

This is also a provocative act, at a time when negotiations are on-going, at a national level, between 

university employers and the UCU to resolve long-standing issues about the future of higher 

education. Again, this is something we feel particularly keenly in Tower Hamlets, where working class 

students have long been denied full access to higher education, in a system that has historically 

privileged the better off and disadvantaged people of colour. These questions are a part of the 

current UCU dispute, something QMUL management appears to ignore.  

We want an education system that offers equal opportunity to all, but this is being seriously eroded 

by the current commercialisation of universities, of which QMUL is typical. Resorting to macho-

management techniques is another sign of this, but one we will resist because it is not only a threat 

to UCU members at QMUL, but to all trade unionists, everywhere.  

Dr Glyn Robbins (Sec. Tower Hamlets Trades Council)  

Mick Lynch (RMT General Secretary)  

Dr Jackie Applebee (Vice Pres, Doctors in Unite, Sec. Tower Hamlets BMA) 

Gavin Everall (UNITE National Publishing and Media branch) 

Sid Saeed (CWU, acting branch sec. East London Postal branch)  

Amy Fletcher (President, Tower Hamlets and City NEU) 

Tim Martin (UNITE rep. Royal London Hospital) 

Shola Ogunlade (Equalities Officer, Tower Hamlets UNISON) 

Paul McGarr (District Officer, Tower Hamlets and City NEU) 

John McLoughlin (Senior Steward, Tower Hamlets UNISON) 

Alex Gordon (President RMT) 

Sheila McGregor (Convenor, Tower Hamlets Stand Up To Racism) 

Rae Garvin (NEU rep, Tower Hamlets and City branch) 



Dr Anna Livingstone (Barts Health UNITE) 

Kay Ballard (Tower Hamlets Trades Council) 

Dr Kambiz Boomla (Retired senior lecturer, QMUL) 

Maggie Falshaw (retired Tower Hamlets NHS worker and QMUL alumni) 

Clare Winter (Retired NHS worker, Tower Hamlets resident) 

Samina Yasmin (NEU rep, Tower Hamlets and City) 

Marc Lancaster (Chair, Haringey UNISON, Tower Hamlets resident) 

Soraya Boomla (Retired GP and Tower Hamlets resident) 

Andy Ridley (UCU rep Roehampton University and Tower Hamlets resident) 

Eileen Short (NUJ and Tower Hamlets resident) 

Gabriela Salva Macallan (UNITE) 

Richard McEwan (UCU Branch Sec, New City College, Poplar) 

Paula Boddington (Tower Hamlets UNISON) 

Executive Committee, Tower Hamlets Momentum 

Alex de Salva (Tower Hamlets UNITE Community) 

Liam Orr (UCU rep, New City College, Arbour Square) 

Julian Sharpe (Chair, PCS UK Export Finance branch) 

Nicola Quinn (Labour Party Liaison Officer, Unite LE 524) 

Harry Stratton (Sec. UNITE National Legal Workers branch) 

Mariam Rasekh (UNITE Parliamentary branch) 

Rachel Garfield (UCU, RCA branch) 

Jules Buet (QMUL student, Unite Finance and Legal London and Eastern branch) 

Alex Heslop (Chair Southwark UNISON) 

Una Doyle (Chair, Camden Trades Council, Camden NEU) 

George Binette (Vice Chair, Camden Trades Council) 

Joanne Tatham (UCU, Reader in Contemporary Art, RCA) 

Chris Powell (Camden Trades Council, UCU Retired Members branch) 

Nick Mann (Doctors in Unite) 

Dr Gen Doy (Professor Emeritas, De Montfort University) 

Dawn Owen (Hackney and Islington Unite Community)  

Jen De Lillo (Loughborough University UCU) 

Amanda Harrington (Loughborough University UCU) 



Federica Frabetti (Roehampton University UCU) 

Mark Riley (Roehampton University UCU) 

Lia Betti (Roehampton University UCU) 

Joanne Tatham (UCU RCA branch) 

Graham Durham (UNITE and Brent Trades Council) 

Dr Jesse Ash (Royal College of Art) 

Margherita Huntley (Acting sec. UCU UAL) 

Mary Adossides (Chair, Brent Trades Council) 

Jonathan Fluxman (Sec. Brent Trades Council) 

Kyran Joughin (UCU NEC, London and East) 

Matthew Crowlet (UCU, UAL) 

Dr Pauline van Mourik Broekman (UCU, UAL) 

Ben WIedel-Kaufmann (UCU) 

Alan Gibson (NUJ and Hackney Trades Council) 

Alec Edworthy (Loughborough University UCU) 

Sarah Jones (UCU RCA) 

Dr Matthew Crowley (UCU, UAL) 

Eamon Rooke (GLA UNISON) 

 

 

 

 


